Faces of Success

Kenya

Asante Africa and Kenyan youth worked to create life-changing impacts in 2021 including:
61 Full Scholarships, 1,700 youth trained in digital literacy, 1,560 youth in leadership and
entrepreneurship training, and 1,380 youth in Wezesha Vijana Programs.
In total, we directly impacted 8,700+ lives in 2021

Nasieku finds strength amidst adversity

Impact: Chairperson of Wezesha Vijana, Class 8

At a young age, Nasieku’s father arranged a marriage for her with an old man,
in accordance with the Samburu community’s tradition.

Chairperson of
Wezesha Vijana,
Class 8

After running away to avoid the marriage, she entered in Class 8 at Ledero
Primary School, and became the chairperson of the Wezesha Vijana program
in her school, helping facilitate and deliver the curriculum in 2021. Nasieku
sat for her KCPE in March 2022 and scored 368 out of 500 marks.
“I tried to refuse but my father kept insisting and my mother was
not in a position to protect me because of my community’s
patriarchal structures. When I came to know the day, I was going
to be married off, I ran and slept in a bush for 3 days, with all the
dangers of wild animals. I managed to survive by the grace of God.
On Monday morning, I walked to school, and I have never looked
back since then.”

Impact: Employs 3 people

In the Samburu community, women have no right to speak against such
cases, including her own mother. Nasieku’s dream is to change that. She
aspires to become the voice for young women with similar situations.

Adelina started AMOO Beauty Salon

Adelina, a 19-year-old girl, resides in Turkana County, Kenya, founded and oversees a business
named, “AMOO Beauty Salon” after joining our LEI School-Based Club in 2019.
During her time in the club, she had an idea for starting a salon business. With her newly-acquired
business skills, she hosted a fundraiser with family members and friends. Our LEI skills helped her
identify the perfect location for her targeted customers. As her business grew, she tasked her staff
to write daily records of the business as a way for her to track the business’s sustainability. The
records help her know how much inventory has been sold, the number of customers served, and
how much to restock. Her business currently has three employees. Each employee receives half the
commission of the service provided to a client. The business pays for her school fees, allows her stay
in school, and creates a good relationship between her and her community.

Sian Paying-It-Forward to keep girls in school

Impact:

273 Pupils Mentored
157 Girls Received Sanitary Pads

As an LEI Alumni from Moi Naikarra Secondary School, Sian and her peers
organized a ‘Pad A Girl’ campaign aimed at providing sanitary pads to girls
at Olpusimoru Secondary School in Narok, Kenya. She mobilized resources
through online campaigns and individual support (e.g., the Asante Africa
Kenya staff) to reach her target. In addition to providing sanitary pads for
girls, they trained adolescent boys and girls on mental health awareness,
self awareness, gender-based violence, reproductive sexual hygiene, and
created awareness on the rights for persons' abled differently. The epitome
of the mentorship program was the inauguration of the ‘Tumechill sex’
slogan by the pupils as a promise to abstain from unhealthy relationships
and sexual acts. During the mentorship, 157 girls were provided with
sanitary pads to help them stay in school. 273 pupils were directly engaged
in the respective mentorship sessions.
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Lisan prepares for her future

Impact: Her income is now 400-500 ksh per day
Lishan (17) is an alumni of Asante Africa Foundation’s Leadership
and Entrepreneurship Incubator (LEI) club at her former school,
Ledero Mixed Day School. With the skills she learned in the program,
she now views entrepreneurship as a secondary method of
sustaining herself if she is unable to further her education.
With the knowledge of self-employment and entrepreneurship, she
resells groceries after school. She started off with 1,500 Kenya
Shillings, and now she makes a profit of Ksh. 400-500 a day.

Impact: Digital tools and expertise being
deployed to four regions

Asante Africa brings digital literacy to rural Kenya

To prepare its population for this digital era, the government of Kenya launched a Digital
Literacy Program (DLP) through a multi-partnership approach to improve the quality of
education in public primary schools. However, schools based in the last mile rural
communities faced bigger challenges implementing this program due to lack of local
expertise to build on the limited capacity provided by the Kenyan Government.
Through our Digital Transformation Program, Asante Africa has partnered with the
Government of Kenya to maximize the use of valuable digital equipment in the remote
schools of Samburu, Turkana, Marsabit, and Narok, to deliver quality education and
transformative after-class life skills programs for adolescent youth. With the continued
partnership and Pay-Forward-Model, the trained schools become master trainers of their
neighboring schools and therefore putting more devices into good use to improve the
quality of education in Kenya.

Maureen demonstrates resilience and innovation

Impact: There is a new hotel in Samburu

Maureen is 22 years old from Samburu County, Kenya and is an LEI alumni from
Lolokwe Mixed secondary school.
Maureen attests that the skills acquired from LEI club helped her progress in life
through the business she started. After she completed her secondary level,
Maureen opened a hotel. Her relatives loaned her a combined amount of Ksh
20,000. The hotel has shown small, promising steps.
Unavoidable challenges of water storage facilities and lack of quality furniture
have posed a constant challenge in her day-to-day operations. With her
resiliency and innovative nature, she has saved to purchase a water tank and
plans to refurbish the hotel furniture.
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